Circadian wheel-running activity of rats under schedules of limited daily access to salt.
Schedules of limited daily access to food result in 'anticipatory' activity preceding each daily feeding. It is well-established that such food-anticipatory activity depends on a food-entrainable circadian timing mechanism. In the present study, we sought to extend the generality of these results by maintaining rats in running wheels under schedules which provided access to salt solutions or to salty food for 2 hr each day. The animals were subjected to dietary, pharmacological and surgical treatments that promote salt appetite. However, we found no evidence for daily salt-anticipatory wheel running activity in any condition.